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MISS AFRICA PERTH 2019 

Statement 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [9.45 pm]: I rise to 
mention that last Saturday night, 30 March, I had the pleasure, along with my wife, Laraine, of attending the 
thirteenth Miss Africa Perth event. From recollection, it is about the sixth event I have attended of that character 
over the years. Joining me on this occasion was not only the member for Mirrabooka, Ms Janine Freeman, MLA, 
who has attended on a number of occasions in the past, but also you, Madam President. I think it was your first 
attendance at that event and I hope that it was an enjoyable experience for you. Also present at the second half of 
the proceedings was the Deputy Premier, Hon Roger Cook, MLA. 

For those who are unfamiliar with it, Miss Africa Perth is an annual event that has been running since 2006, and, 
as I mentioned, this was the sixth occasion that I had attended. It is an initiative of Dr Casta Tungaraza, who is the 
president of the African Women’s Council of Australia. She is also Tanzania’s tourism goodwill ambassador in 
Australia and, among other accomplishments, is an inductee of the WA Women’s Hall of Fame. 

For the past 13 years, Miss Africa Perth has been a significant contributor to efforts to foster a better 
understanding of our African communities in Western Australia, to promote cultural understanding and to 
highlight the social, economic and cultural issues facing African people settling in Western Australia. The 
Miss Africa Perth program provides mentoring and leadership development support for young African ladies 
who volunteer to be contestants by encouraging them to be youth ambassadors. The event showcases African 
heritage, including culture, fashion, traditions, music, art and beauty, and provides a snapshot of cultural and 
social identities. It is also wonderful fun. It is a very exuberant and noisy evening, and it is plain that the 
audience engages wonderfully with the event and enjoys the showmanship of it. It is very well supported by the 
African community in Perth. 

The contest is open to all young African women between the ages of 16 and 35 years. Contestants take part in an 
audition to join the program and, following the auditions, contestants undertake weekly training for three months 
to develop their personal skills, including public speaking skills and deportment, to prepare them for the roles of 
a youth ambassador and a contestant. That course provides an opportunity for them to improve themselves through 
acquiring new skills, developing their talents and building their self-confidence. They, in turn, are able to project 
a positive image with which others in the African community can identify and give themselves and their people 
a sense of pride in their heritage, while confirming their place in Western Australian society. 

This year’s motto was “The Extraordinary”. There were 14 finalists aged from 18 to 30 years from a variety of 
backgrounds, representing 10 African countries: Sierra Leone, Kenya, Zambia, Ethiopia, Guyana, Zimbabwe, 
Uganda, Guinea, South Sudan and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. I mentioned 14 finalists. Sadly, as we 
were informed later in the evening, one of the contestants was unable to participate on the night, as she had to 
travel to New Zealand for the funeral of relatives who had been killed in the recent tragedy in Christchurch. We 
can only try to imagine what she and her family are currently enduring. 

The winner of Miss Africa Perth 2019 was Ethiopia’s Tinsae Teshome, a second-year student at Notre Dame 
University studying a double degree in media and communications and behavioural science. The first and 
second runners-up were Taonga Sendama of Zambia and Irene Mbunsu of the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo. Irene also won the Miss Personality Award, which was based on a secret vote by other contestants for 
the lady most helpful and fun to be with. She certainly made her presence known on the evening. She was very 
exuberant and quite a show-woman! The Miss Popularity–People’s Princess award, which was voted online by 
the public via social media over a two-month period, which closed on the day of the competition, went to 
Grace Chitauro of Zimbabwe. 

The event would not be possible if it were not for the support of many people, not only the organisers but also the 
sponsors, judges, masters of ceremonies, entertainers, and the many volunteers, including those who gave up time 
on their weekends to counsel and assist the contestants to develop their talents and introduce them to skills that 
enabled them to participate on the night. I am delighted and proud to say that my wife was among those 
volunteering, giving advice and hints on public speaking and the like. Each of these young women deserves 
recognition and respect for being prepared to engage in the competition, to seek to broaden their skills and 
horizons, and to devote themselves to being put in the spotlight to inspire, encourage and empower others. No 
small amount of courage is required to go out on stage to perform, demonstrate fashions they have designed and 
entertain others, while at the same time promoting themselves, taking pride in their culture and being judged by 
their peers. All those who participated deserve our admiration. 

I congratulate all contestants on their achievement and thank Dr Casta Tungaraza for initiating this event, and for 
successfully running the Miss Africa Perth program for the last 13 years. I hope, Madam President, that you and 
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other members of Parliament will at some stage be able to attend again to lend support for this wonderful event 
that has become a centrepiece of the African community’s social calendar each year. 
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